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Abstract

This session will take a look at the main records to use when researching your
Scottish Ancestors; where to find them; what is in them;and whether to spend money
on them in the Scotland's People website.Also provided are some research strategies
for people born in certain eras,and a look at the magical year that was 1855.
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Record Types

e Census Records
o |841,1851-1901, 1911

 Birth/Marriage/Death
> Old Parish Records (pre-1855)
o Statutory Records

Record Types

The main records you will use when researching your Scottish Ancestors are:
Census Records

In Scotland, genealogically interesting census returns are available from 1841 — 191 1.
Census were taken every |0 years, and actually there were census taken prior to 84|
(1801 — 1831) but these did not capture the names of all the people in the households,
just numerical and statistical info. Census in the UK are released for use once they are
100 years old, so the next census we can see will be the 1921 census which will
(hopefully) be released in 2022.The information that was captured in a census record
changed as the decades progressed, and we’ll take a look at what is there and how
they changed.

Birth/Marriage/Death

The other main record types you will use are the Baptism/Marriage/Burial Old Parish
Records and the Birth/Marriage/Death Statutory Records.The changeover between
these records happened in 855.

»w m - O Z




Websites

e Ancestry ~
> Subscription; Library / 4/7 ~
e Find My Past { ’io, h'@é\.\
o Subscription; Library \c/'@els/f@s\ ~
| N e 2
e Family Search N 390
> Free (Login needed) \‘9/ /

» Scotland’s People

o Pay-per-record (Login needed)
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Websites

There are a number of websites that will allow you to access Scottish genealogical
records. I'll cover the main ones and any pros and cons about each.While all these
websites contain Scottish records, they do not all provide the same level of access to the

data.

Ancestry and Find My Past
These are subscription based websites, i.e. you have to pay for it, BUT, if you have a
library nearby you can go into the library and use them for free.

Family Search
This is a free website to use, although these days you do need to create yourself a
logon.

Scotland’s People

This is a PAY-PER-RECORD website. However, their search is free, and you can glean
some things just from the free search results.You will need to create a logon for this

website too.




Census

 Build Family structure

> Relationships between
members of the household

* No exact birthdates, just
approximate ages

* Great starting point to understand the family

Census

Census records are very good for building the general structure of the family. From a
census record you get the relationships between members of the family; husband, wife,
children, but also aunts, uncles and grand-parents that might also be in the household.

You don’t get exact birth dates, but you get the age on the night of the census, which
gives you an approximate year which helps to narrow down your search for other

record types.

There are some quirks for the 1841 census which we’ll look at later.
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Census

Ancestry, Find My Past, and Family
Search provide transcriptions of
— Scottish Census records which are

fairly complete transcriptions and are

generally good enough.

Scotland’s People is the ONLY place

— you can obtain the images of these

records.

o [851-1901

> Very similar structure to the
form in these years — same
columns recorded

o |84]
o Slim pickings, much less info
o 1911

o Additional columns added in
this decade
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Census

Census records are one of the mainstays of your Scottish research.You have census
returns from the years 1841 through to 1911 at the moment. Transcriptions of these
are available on Ancestry and Find My Past and therefore free for you to look at
through your local library. For the most part these transcriptions are fairly complete,
and while they suffer from the problem of the transcriber not knowing the local
geography (and so place names sometimes come out a bit odd!) they are generally
good enough.

The Scotland’s People website contains the images of the census records which you
can purchase, one image at a time. Mostly it will not be necessary for you to purchase
census records because the transcriptions are good enough.

To illustrate, let’s look at an 1861 census image from Scotland’s People and compare it
to the transcriptions in the other websites.




Name: Laurence Thomson
Age: 35

Ancestry Transcription ...’ l..

Relationship: Head

Page 12] The und ioned Houses are situate within the Boundaries of th Spouse'sname: Joan Thomson
Parish of Quosd-Seors-Rarsl-of HartianmetorsHnrses Royst-Burghrof Gender: Male
//// 74 . Whereborn:  Unst, Shetland
- — —
No. of | Road, Street, &e., and No. Usio- Name and Saroame of each Relation of Registration Number: 11
pus o Al ] iy toHewd o | Condiion Age Rank, Profession, or Oct
) . o 1’ Registration district: Unst
I35 6/;,’/ / Locer g Y Lo oey %’lﬂﬂ e N O [{j{/ ,4 Y Civil Parish:  Unst
22 e, //I'r’/:o . )“5‘1% i '_&%_ County: Shetland
;4: lcied Zo Jéjb i \ Address:  Cliff
' "y 3
I — e Ze - 4 Occupation: Chromater Miner
VS ! Yool o 1 b4 _
! i 22 : 17 {/nu(ub%

e Marital Status (column: Conditior) not

transcribed in Ancestry version

Household Members:  Name Age

Laurence Thomso\ 35

e Tamar transcribed as James Joan Thomson s
James Thomson 5
° Tamar is a girls name — short for Thomasina Jemima Thomson "
. oseph P Thomson
* What do we think about mum and dad’s age? e —

Save v Cancel

Find My Past Transcription

Page 12] The und ioned Houses are situate within the Boundaries of the .- _
Parish of (Quoad-Seona-Rarish-of Haripmonior-Birhet Royst-Hurghrof  Townof Fitingerof
/402274 :
- ——n " l l
No. of | Road, Strect; &e., and No. i | Name and Saroame of each Relstion of ' 1 A1l
dr St o wd No. | | |2 g to Head of | Condiion Age Rask, Professon, or Occupation. Where Born. ! M ij
o), . e - i' Matea, [Femaien. \ .
S5 6/; o / Locerenme Ferresens Lirad N | 58] Chotrnratse Hlree Sl e d il 2
22 2o /fit/io ¢ & %3 ” Yo o 2o :
Saveieo o oo P 2o 2
— Leorie 2 Pe Zaccr. ] A D 9°
VS ! ) 0k/f 1/ Y 0. A, » )4 o Do
! E| s 01 22 /1 /IJ[Z I//‘; 2 . /7 s 1pc0/ce é)ﬁ De o
H First Last Relationship  Marital Sex Age  Birth Occupation Birth place
°
FMP includes name(s) name status year
marital status Laurence Thomson  Head Married Male 36 1825 chromate Hinst, Shellandisiands,
Miner Scotland
® FM P makes a Joan Thomson Wife Married Female 33 1828 Miner's Wife g:::lair;etland ands
better ]Ob of the Unst, Shetland Islands
James Thomson Son - Male 6 1855 - Scotland
tr’anscrlptlon v ———
Jemima Thomson  Daughter . Female 4 1857 NSk hetandisands,
Scotland
Joseph P Thomson Son - Male 2 1859 Unst, Shetland Islands,
Scotland
Tamar J Nisbet Servant . Eansls a7 GEid bomestic sery Unst. Shetiand Isiands

Scotland




VS

Family Search Transcription

| Pegely The und ioned Houses are situato within the Boundaries of the - -
Parish of Quosd-Seons-Rarieh-of Harlianrontory-Burgh-of Royat-Hurghrof i Townof- Vitingerof
Inid | - .
- e Racin o 3 Silfling
eodai] O e g o, | o |1 Name and Saroame ofeach to o (A8 | Rank, Profesion, or Oceapation. Whero Born. !il! ;g;gﬁj
IS 6/;” / ” Lacer e Zerrrsen | Zhrad \eNXla: | 38| /{j‘(/ vl e esree ,}Zk/?;t/ll /P72 :'Z_
P 2 ligie (/)g 83| s Momici 4,7/~u 2 2 :
—_— poree  Po s £ 2. 2.
SN I fezrzireca Do Zazn. 14 Te. 2.
| Qescid P G N\ Sosn 2. | o 2
' 7 « .
| pullercar g Lokt \idore. Laurence Thomson Tools
Scotland Census, 1861
° NO hOUSGhOId view Name: Laurence Thomson
e Transcription doesn’t show house Evens TVoe: Census
name/number Event Date: 1861
Gender: Male
* No linkage between household Age: 36
members Birthplace: Shetland
.. Registration District: Unst
° Transcrlptlons come from
F' d M P County: Shetland
In y ast Birth Year (Estimated): 1825
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Transcriptions

Ancestry

«  The Ancestry transcriptions of Scottish Census don’t include the “Condition” column which
shows the marital status.You can usually get away without this because it is easy to spot the
husband and wife of a family by using the “Relation to Head of Family” column. But you do
miss it when looking at widowed mothers.

| noticed many examples of the girl’s name “Tamar” being transcribed as “James”, so much so
that when | see a Female called James | know what it is really going to be!

Find My Past

« The Find My Past transcriptions of Scottish Census do include the “Condition” column so
you get the martial status, and they seem, anecdotally, to make a better job of the
transcription.

Family Search

«  The actual transcriptions used on Family Search for Scottish census records, are from Find
My Past. The interface for looking at census records on Family Search is hard work.You
don’t get any kind of household view, and even though they have the transcriptions from FMP,
they don’t show you all of it.




1911 Census

e Additional columns added
in this decade

The 1911 Scotland census is not

available through any of these sites. . .
" They haven't got round to > Count of children both alive

transcribing it yet? and dead

> How long married

> More details about
occupation

_ Scotland’s People is the ONLY place o Worth spending money in
you can obtain these records. Scotland’s Peop|e $$$

1911 Census

The 1911 census added further columns, and from a genealogical perspective it most
helpfully added a column to record how long married people had been married for,
and how many children they had, both alive and dead.This data is very helpful to you
for determining if you have found all the children — and also of course giving you an
extra hint about when to look for a marriage record.
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Scotl s P le ind
Prrti M .
o ALY SIRRET, S . - NAME and SURNAME of RELATION ant ::.'mn Gaelio [ERTOEIA oulu-sns.m Ll
“ md No. or NAME of e | Mk & ponows | to Hond of | s~ | or |gine | Murried Wonen.
e < ), ur . AWEE, | Cgsatii | Childzan | Chiddren)
s HOUSE. m-:-t—1 | Wingows. AW wona | Pty | Ty 6 B T
P o B A Wi (s e ™ N N L - R
AN/ IR / T e nebir| 6 | Bead |48 ¥ ,l,lif_ e
Lasten o. wz[A /A0 Ay aAr A
(22.11 Lo, v dﬂ- ﬂ 28 A _IL — \f(;p ——
7 ) - »
fluu.éif‘. (lﬂ. JUZ’U /é é._ —
%Uu; (Zd ,Qa;u;’ . // u \
Surname V Forename Year Gender Age at Census Ref RD Name County/ City
SINCLAIR DUNCAN 1911 M 45 0117171 Unst Shetland
SINCLAIR JOAN 1911 F 42 011/1/1 Unst Shetland

Scotland’s People Reference number

{53

- @
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Scotland’s People free index

«  You get enough information in the free index on the Scotland’s People website to
determine whether it might be the person you are looking for, before you spend
money to view the image. Exactly how an index should work.

«  You don’t get to see the household and their relationships, but the reference can tell
you something.

« The reference we’ve shown is for parish number 01 | (Unst, Shetland), Enumeration
District #1, and Page |.

*  When the census was taken, each parish was broken up into a number of
enumeration districts — aiming for a size that the enumerator could complete in
one day.

« If the people you are looking for are on the same page (or neighbouring pages if a
household wraps onto a second page), then they are likely in the same household and
it might be worth purchasing the census image.
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1841 Census

Ancestry, Find My Past, and Family
Search provide transcriptions of
— Scottish Census records which are
complete transcriptions and are
generally good enough.

Scotland’s People is the ONLY place
— you can obtain the images of these

records.

Slim pickings, much less
info

Transcriptions are
complete — yes there
really is that small amount
of data!

Not worth purchasing the
images from Scotland’s
People
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1841 Census

| cover the 1841 census last, because YOU should always leave it until last. It pays to
understand the structure of your family before finding them in the 1841 census
because your do not get told the relationships in the 1841 census.

The 1841 census just has a lot less information in it than the census return from 1851

onwards.




1841 Census

* Leave this year until last

* No relationships noted

> Although pattern can help AGE
Y Age rounding NAME and SURNAME %
= |5
> rounded down to the — : ;5 =
nearest 5 years for Husband _ ruenen Wotr
anyone over |5 years and wife Doabella Mocr 54
of age Children listed Catternine Woir z
H in descending ==
e Birthplace COUNTY ! e | [ pean 00 0
recorded Random
oM | Charlotte Won 60
other relatives
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1841 Census

The pattern adopted by census enumerators will help to determine the main familial
structure however,; since the husband and wife are listed first; and then the children in
descending age order (sometimes with the male children listed first and then the
female children); and finally the random selection of other relatives (unmarried aunts,
widowed grandparents and so on) and any servants — identifiable because their
occupation will be shown as FS. (Female Servant) or M.S. (Male Servant).Your only
hope with these random other relatives, is that they are still alive in 1851 and so you
can find them in that census to understand their relationship to the rest of the family.

Ages are recorded differently in the 1841 census, for all people over |5 years of age,
the ages are supposed to be rounded down to the nearest 5 years. This instruction to
the enumerators is not always followed for some reason, but be aware that it is
MOSTLY followed, so take these ages with a large pinch of salt.

Birth places are also recorded differently, with just a column to say Y or N to the
question “If born in Scotland, state whether in County or otherwise”




Census Transcription (1851-1901) Summary

Household Marriage Relationships Good
Condition transcriptions
X X X v

4 X v X
v v 4 v
X X X 4

Census Access by Year Summary

2

1851-1901 %‘I

ncomplete

ALALA




Adding context to census addresses

Andrew Smith (b. 1836) “ Jane Winwick (b. 1835)

| 881: Middleton, Muness |88 1: Middleton, Colvadale

| 883: Muness 1883: Colvadale

married
| Mar 1883
Middleton, Colvadale

1891: Middletown, Muness
1901: Middletown, Muness

Adding context to census addresses

* Janet lived in Colvadale

e Andrew lived in
Muness eI, Galvess

e They married at Janet’s
house

o After marriage they
lived at Andrew’s house




Obtaining such context

1881 Scotland Census - Ancestr; X +

https://www.ancestry.co.uk/discoveryui-content/view/253714:1 119

< AlResults EX e
Andrew B Clark

in the 1881 Scotland Census

Suggested Records (7]
Saved to: Clark, Andrew Bruce in tree "Millagord Family Tree" Remove
[) 1851 Scotland Census
Andrew Clark
Name: Andrew B Clark
1891 Scotland Census
No Image Age: 40 D

Text-only collection Andrew B Clark
: Estimated birth year: abt 1841

[ 1841 Scotland Census

Relationship:  Brother-in-law

Andrew Clark
[fAdd Alternative Garsder:  Kldle B 2 "
Information 1901 Scotland Census
Aporisie Whereborn:  Unst, Shetland Andrew Clark

Registration Number: 11

Registration district: Unst
Civil Parish:  Unst
County: Shetland

Occupation:  Stationery Shopman ??

ED: .5
Make a Connection
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Adding context to census addresses

If your ancestors lived on streets with house numbers, you probably have all the context you
need.The street may still be in existence, or you may have to dig out some old maps to
discover where it used to be.

If your ancestors lived in rural areas, then you will likely only have a house name and not a
street name to work with.You are advised to get to know the area where your ancestors
lived to understand where these old houses were, which may now be a ruined pile of stones.

This is an example of why it is very important to understand the context of any address you
see recorded in a census. | present the couple Andrew Smith who married Jane Winwick,
both from Unst, Shetland. Using just the house names presented on each census house
schedule, | know that this couple lived in Middleto[w]n both before and after they were
married.You would be forgiven for thinking that they lived in the same house as each other
even before they were married.

However, if you look at the census pages with the neighbouring houses in context, your
understanding of this couple would change to take into account that there are two different
houses called Middleton, one in an area called Muness, and another in an area called
Colvadale. So before they married, they lived several miles apart, and after they married they
lived in the husband’s home.




Obtaining such context

 Selecting the first name of a household, and changing the
nnnnnn part of the webpage address (just before the )
down by one

> Result is last name of previous household

 Selecting the last name of household, and changing the
nnnnnn part of the webpage address (just before the ')
up by one
> Result is first name of next household

» With this technique you can page through the census
household by household without buying the images from
Scotland’s People.
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Obtaining such context

When the census was taken, each parish was broken up into a number of Enumeration
Districts, with these areas designed to be of a size that the enumerator could cover in
a single day.The order the houses were recorded in the schedule make a certain
amount of sense if you imagine the enumerator walking from house to house. So to
understand the houses near your ancestors’ house, you should look at the houses on
either side of it in the census.

If you have the images from Scotland’s People, you can of course do this fairly easily,
but it is also possible to do this on the subscription websites, such as Ancestry. Here’s
how.

On this page we show the 1881 census for Andrew Smith, living in a house called
Middleton. Now look carefully at the address bar at the top of the browser.As you
click through each member of the household shown, the part of the address which is
nnnnnn before the 7, increases by one. So, if you go back to the first person in the
household, and then decrease the nnnnnn number by one, you will be looking at the
previous household in the census. Similarly, if you take the last person in a household
and increase the nnnnnn number by one, you will be looking at the next household in
the census.




Census Summary

» Backbone of your research

o Establish familial relationships
Approximate ages
Approximate marriage date (1911)

> Other interesting information such as occupation and house names
e Future Census
o 1921 — will be released in 2022 (not long to wait now!)

> 1931 — Entire England&WVales census destroyed by fire, but Scotland
census stored in different location (in Edinburgh) and was not affected

° 1941 — No census taken due to WW?2




Vital Records
| 855

Old Parish Records for Statutory Records for
Baptism Birth
Marriage Marriage ,
/ ~. Death or Burial Death 7 A
{o, > SR
{ % N PN\ Y g
NG ™ O
e’)’ 19/\ 7.0 \x\c’/
N e, Vo, N PRS2
N%, Ve, N W N
\,o/e’ / \ \‘\O(e/
S/ \7

Vital Records

1855 was the year that Statutory Registration of births, deaths and marriages began in
Scotland after the 1854 Registration Act was finally passed.

This replaced the previous mechanism which was records kept by Church of Scotland
session clerks — now commonly referred to as the Old Parish Records.

“After 1800, the industrialisation of Scotland proceeded apace, and with that huge
migrations of the population from rural parishes to the larger burghs. In particular, the
cities became urban conurbations, with the poorer classes crammed into insanitary
tenements. In the countryside, the parish system still worked, but in the slums of the
cities the ministers and the session clerks lost control of and often did not know their
parishioners.” *

If the date of the event you are searching for is pre-1855 you will be looking in the
Old Parish Records, and if 1855 onwards, you will be looking for Statutory Records.
Old Parish Records vary in their recording style — simply the preference of the session
clerk in that parish, and contain variable levels of detail as a result. In addition some
parishes have more complete records than others and some have gaps or were
lost/destroyed. Statutory Records have more detail, and are a more complete set,
being legally required to be registered.

o m = Oy

From “Jock Tamson’s bairns: a history of the records of the General Register Office for Scotland”




Old Parish Baptism Records

Ancestry, Find My Past, and Family Search
provide indexes (not really

— transcriptions) of Scottish Old Parish
Baptism Records with the basic data
from the record — probably enough for
many people.

Scotland’s People is the ONLY place
— you can obtain the images of these
records.

Old Parish Baptism Records

Once you have built a view of the familial structure from census records, you will have
an approximate age of your ancestors and you may start to look for birth records. In
the years prior to 1855 you will be looking in Old Parish Records. Indexes (not really
transcriptions) of these are available on Ancestry and Find My Past and therefore free
for you to look at through your local library, and also on Family Search (free
anywhere). For the most part these indexes are fairly complete, that is you get most of
the pertinent data from the records, so they are generally good enough.

The Scotland’s People website contains the images of the Old Parish Records which
you can purchase, one image at a time. Mostly it will not be necessary for you to
purchase baptism records because the indexes are good enough.

To illustrate, let’s look at an OPR Baptism record image from Scotland’s People and
compare it to the index on Scotland’s People and the indexes in the other websites.
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VS

Index

Scotland’s People Index

Vil L& VTHGY ) Lrikrecrcn
; ar
V2D« LO NP2
70

Date Birth | Date Bapt

Surname Forename
v
HUGHSO JOH

N1

Parents/ Other Details

O

/ Ved
. 2 I
(> "//"/‘//kif'//

Names of Parents

Gender

-
(,{/f; 1P

7o R SR B

Z

Lot oateis|a

e Only one date shown
in index
e Birth location not

detailed beyond parish
name

Date Parish

Number

e Note: Actual record

does not say son was
called “John Hughson”

G

VS

Ancestry Index

Vil L C vTg 8] wrikrecs
> or !
v,k :/Q w LU LAl b
)

Date Birth | Date Baptism

PR S A & o = 53 P
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1A .’///‘k/&)/,

Names of Parents

[orlanzi

2. “
o - 7o B B B

| Residegfee | Children

July 28 1827 | Aug 20 1837 | James Hughson | Colvadale | a Son John

Name: | John Hughson
Gender: Male
Birth Date: | 28 Jul 1837
Baptism Date: | 20 Aug 1837

* Both dates shown

e Birth location not detailed
beyond parish name

e Child’s surname assumed

Baptism Place:

Unst,Shetland,Scotland

Father:

FHL Film Number:

James Hughson

919495




Find My Past Index

o

L’
o

VL .j'/J <~ .’( (AT -‘."//:,g;.'_uaJ T / T

v 7 y , e o ot I ,

W lZS . Ll I u(-'//./&’// Lostddaate
p e . 7 >

Date Birth | Date Baptism Names of Parents | Residence | Childr

(S

July 28 1837 | Aug 20 1837 | James Hughson | Colvadale | a S0

VS

Only baptism dates shown

Birth location not detailed beyond
parish name

Child’s surname assumed

Record Transcription:
Scotland Births & Baptisms 1564-1950

First name(s) John

Last name

Gender Male

Birth year 1837

Baptism year 1837

Baptism date 20 Aug 1837

Baptism place N UNST,SHETLAND,SCOTLAND I
Father's first name(s) James

Father's last name Hughson

Mother's first name(s)

Mother's last name

Place Unst

County Shetland

Country Scotland

Record set Scotland Births & Baptisms 1564-1950
Category Life Events (BDMs)

Subcategory Parish Baptisms

Collections from

Scotland, Great Britain

Family Search Index

Vit L& TG o] ik
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LU el

s

bir 4"‘3‘ “

G

el VL T ra At s s

4

Date Birth | Date Baptism

[oFlari .

7
o At rton
d S o . Tln
Names of Parents | Residence | Children

July 28 1837 | Aug 20 1837 | James Hughson | Colvadple | a Son John

VS

John Hughson
Scotland Births and

Name:

Gender:

Christening Date:
Christening Place:
Birth Date:

Father's Name:

Baptisms, 1564-1950

John Hughson

Male

20 Aug 1837 |

UNST,SHETLAN

D,SCOTLAND

28 Jul 1837

James Hughson

Tools

Sorr J Sz

7o B R BV

Both dates shown

Birth location not
detailed beyond
parish name

Child’s surname
assumed




OPR Baptism Indexes Summary

- Full Birth Date | Full Baptism Date | Full Place Name | Child’s Surname

X v X X
4 v X X
X X X X
v/ v X X

Indexes

Scotland’s People Index

The index on Scotland’s People makes it almost unnecessary to purchase this record
at all, but falls down on not supplying both dates. | suspect this is two-fold, one because
this is indexing a baptism record, and two because many baptism records do not
include the birth date as well.

Ancestry/Find My Past/Family Search

There is very little to choose between the major websites on this type of record.
Ancestry and Family Search provide you with both dates (when there are two dates,
which isn’t always the case); but all omit the detailed place name and only index the
record to the parish.They also all suffer from the problem of attributing a surname to
the child where the actual record does not provide a surname — beware this behaviour
when patronymics are around.
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OPR Baptisms Purchasing!?

* Not worth buying the images from
Scotland’s People.

e Unless...




Children of William Gilbert Jameson

Search Results from Historical Records

1-9 of 9 Results for Birth place: unst Birth Year (Range):

Name
Jannet Jameson
Scotland Births and Baptisms,
Andrew Jameson
Scotland Births and Baptisms,
Gilbt. Jameson
Scotland Births and Baptisms,
Merjury Jameson
Scotland Births and Baptisms,
Isabella Jameson
Scotland Births and Baptisms,
Catharine Jameson
Scotland Births and Baptisms,
William Jameson
Scotland Births and Baptisms,
James Jameson
Scotland Births and Baptisms,
Thomas Jameson
Scotland Births and Baptisms,

1564-1950

1564-1950

1564-1950

1564-1950

1564-1950

1564-1950

1564-1950

1564-1950

1564-1950

christening:

christening:

christening:

christening:

christening:

christening:

christening:

christening:

christening:

1790 - 1810 Father name: w* g* Jameson Country: Scotland

Events
30 June 1798 UNST,SHETLAND,SCOTLAND

23 September UNST,SHETLAND,SCOTLAND
1798

26 July 1804 UNST,SHETLAND,SCOTLAND

14 May 1794 UNST,SHETLAND,SCOTLAND

16 September UNST,SHETLAND,SCOTLAND
1802

19 September UNST,SHETLAND,SCOTLAND
1791

26 May 1800 UNST,SHETLAND,SCOTLAND
9 April 1796 UNST,SHETLAND,SCOTLAND

25 June 1807 UNST,SHETLAND,SCOTLAND

father

father:

father:

father:

father:

father:

father:

father:

father:

Relationships

: Wm. Gilbt. Jameson

William Gilbert Jameson

Wm. Gilbt. Jameson

Wm. Gilbt. Jameson

Willm. Gilbt. Jameson

Willm. Gilbt. Jameson

Willm. Gilbt. Jameson

Wm. Gilbt. Jameson

Wm. Gilbt. Jameson

Children of William Gilbert Jameson

Name ________|Events | Relationships

Catharine Jameson

Merjury Jameson

James Jameson

Jannet Jameson
Andrew Jameson
William Jameson
Isabella Jameson
Gilbt. Jameson

Thomas Jameson

19 Sep 1791
14 May 1794
09 Apr 1796
30 Jun 1798
23 Sep 1798
26 May 1800
16 Sep 1802

26 Jul

25 Jun 1807

1804

Wm. Gilbt. Jameson
Wm. Gilbt. Jameson




Name + Address is more unique

1791 Sep 19 Will" GillF Jameson, Hagdale a daughter bap” Catherine
1794 May 14 Will" Gill¥ Jameson, Hagdale a davghter Margery
1796 Apr 9 Will" Gl Jameson, Hagdale a Son James bap”

1798 Jun 30 Will" GillF Jameson, Hagdale a daughter Janet bap”
1798 Sep 23 Willtam Gl Jameson, Gew, a Son Andrew bap”

1800 May 26 Will" Gill' Jameson, Hagdale a Son William bap”
1802 Sep 16 Will" Gilt' Jameson, Hagdale a daugtiter Isabella

1804 Jul 26 Will" Gilbert Jameson, Hagdale a Son Gilbert

1807 Jun 25 Willtam Gilbert Jameson, Hagdale a Son Thomas

»w m 4 O Z

Name + Address is more unique

In the indexes of the Old Parish record baptisms, you get shown the father’s name, but
not the address of where he lives — something that is recorded if you look at the
image of the original record. Most of the time you probably won’t need that, but here
is an example of when it was useful.

Looking for all the children of a man, William Gilbert Jameson, in Unst, Shetland, Family
Search helpfully allows you to search by father, so it is relatively easy to get such a list.

Looking at the returned list sorted into date order however, it becomes apparent that
biologically this list of children cannot all be siblings, or at least not all from the same
mother. Either this man has two women, or there are two men of the same name.

At this point it becomes very useful to see the full record, and not just the index.The
full record shows the place where the father lives as part of the record, and when we
add that to our date ordered list we see that the biologically unlikely birth is in fact to
a man living in a different location, and therefore most likely a different William Gilbert
Jameson.




Statutory Birth Records

Ancestry, Find My Past, and Family Search
provide indexes (not really

| transcriptions) of some early year
Statutory Birth Records with the basic
data from the record — probably enough
for many people.

Scotland’s People is the ONLY place
— you can obtain the images of these

records.

& m = Oy 7%

Statutory Birth Records

Once you have built a view of the familial structure from census records, you will have
an approximate age of your ancestors and you may start to look for birth records. In
the years 1855 onwards you will be looking in the Statutory Records. Indexes (not
really transcriptions) of these are available on Ancestry and Find My Past and therefore
free for you to look at through your local library, and also on Family Search (free
anywhere).Where the records have been indexed at all, these indexes are fairly
complete, that is you get most of the pertinent data from the records, so they are
generally good enough. However, they have only indexed them so far, and new years
are being added to the indexes all the time.

The Scotland’s People website contains the images of the Statutory Records which you
can purchase, one image at a time.Whether you decide to purchase birth records will
depend on whether you are happy with only the basic vital statistics from the indexes,
or whether you want the full details from the record.

To illustrate, let’s look at a Statutory Birth record image from Scotland’s People and
compare it to the index on Scotland’s People and the indexes in the other websites.




Scotland’s People Index

Surnase, snd Natie (1IF given).

" , Name, Surname, and ¢ N Bignature, Qualification, and Residence When and Where
No. Naue, when givon or altered in w‘{}‘(‘; ll';d “t'hrcrl\!:i l:lt.m, Sex. Rank or Profestion Name, and llnule'n Surname of Informant, i€ ont of tk~ tlouse in Registered, and
So. Baptism, ar vtherwise, niter with 3lour of Birth, : of Father, of Mother, which the Birth occurred. Siguature of tegistrar,

Reglatration of Blrth.
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* Lots Missing from

Surname V Forename Gender Year Ref RD Name |ndeX:'
) - ) o Full date
JAMESON JAMES WALTERSON M 1856 011/1 Unst
Index > Birth address

o Parents names

Ancestry Index

Surnase, snd Natie (1F given).

. " Name, Surname, and - ™ Bignature, Qualification, and Residence When and Where
No. Name, wlien given or altered in Wlx}e&lﬁd W h":"ﬁ" l:;'m’ Sex llnnk'ur l’mfcsx:iun ‘\",'m’ am} R;"&IL‘" Surname of lnl'nr;nunt. if out of th tlouse in Registered, and
No. Haptism, ar vthernize, niter with Hour of Bicth, " of Father, of Mother. which the Birth occurred. Signature of Registrar,

Reglstration of Blrth.
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Name: James Walterson Jameson ° Missing only:-

%_l Gender: Male o Time and address of birth
- | Birth Date: 1 Jan 1856

> Father’s profession

Birth Place: Unst,Shetland,Scotland
Father: Walter Jameson
Mother: Andrina Johnson

FHL Film Number: 6035516




Record Transcription:

Fi nd My Past I n d eX Scotland Births & Baptisms 1564-1950

- First name(s) James Walterson
Surname, ond Nutie (1F given). Name, Surname, and
. When and Where Born, Rank or Profesci l\amv and Maiden §
No. | Mpeeteatenti | UG e B | ser, | RonkprPufemin (TS G, Last name Jameson

ll-‘nlllr\llnn of Blrth.

e daitr 1£45 %_ m/z s Gender e

U oz s //Kr,//r zfan l/r//na,c%ﬂf /mzedm_u_ Bl vear L850
o . 3 ,¢f4‘~f/ . %‘[J/Amqﬂm . P Birth place Unst,Shetland,Scotland
-1 : g s A e}zlﬂ%/)z‘lﬂ -

)
Baptism date
a/f{ «ﬁ4ll/f/)'/

Lo, /J{igjlfé,{,& Baptism place -
VS I' { / - v ‘' Father's first name(s) Walter

Father's last name Jameson
. . Mother's first name(s) Andrina
e Missing:-
g Mother's last name Johnson
> Full date, time and address of birth Place Unst
’ . County Shetland
> Father’s profession
Country Scotland
Record set Scotland Births & Baptisms 1564-1950
Category Life Events (BDMs)
Subcategory Parish Baptisms
Collections from Scotland, Great Britain

Family Search Index

Murname, ond Nuxm. Qrgiven).

" Name, Surname, and Bignature, Qualification, and Residence When and Where
No. Name, when given or altered in ‘v‘ff"{l'l';d“‘l!"}‘:ﬁi::ﬁm’ Sex. llnnl.’nr l’mfn;lun \amc, and ) R}"llllm Surname of lnfnr;nunt. if out of th tlouse in Registered, and
aNo. Haptism, ar vthernize, niter with Hour o of Father, of Mother, which the Birth occurred. Signature of ftegistrar,

Teglatration of Blrth.
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James Walterson Jameson Tools ° MlSSIng 0n|)’1'
Scotland Births and Baptisms, 1564-1950 . 5
o Time and address of birth
Name: James Walterson Jameson
Gender: Male > Father’s profession
Birth Date: 01 Jan 1856
Birthplace: UNST,SHETLAND,SCOTLAND
Father's Name: Walter Jameson

Mother's Name: Andrina Johnson




Statutory Birth Indexes Summary

- Full Birth Date Full Place Name Father’s Profession

X X X X
v X v X
X X 4 X
v X v X

Indexes

Scotland’s People Index

The index on Scotland’s People is very sparse for these records, especially when you
compare how much is in the index for the equivalent OPR.This index isn’t really even
enough to be sure that the record is the one you want to purchase, which is the
purpose of the index.

Ancestry/Find My Past/Family Search

There is very little to choose between the Ancestry and Family Search websites on
this type of record. Each provide you with the same data — the basic data you would
hope for in fact.All they are missing is the address where the birth took place, the
time of birth and the father’s profession. For most people, the basic data in these
indexes will be enough. Unfortunately Find My Past falls down on this one too, and
doesn’t even provide the full birth date.

v m - O Z




Statutory Birth Records Purchasing?

* Not worth buying the images from
Scotland’s People.




Old Parish Marriage Records

Ancestry, Find My Past, and Family Search
provide indexes (not really

— transcriptions) of Scottish Old Parish
Marriage Records with the basic data
from the record — probably enough for
many people.

Scotland’s People is the ONLY place
— you can obtain the images of these

records.

& m = Oy 7%

Old Parish Marriage Records

Once you have built a view of the familial structure from census records, you will be
aware of the marriages in your family with relationships such as the Wife of the Head
of the household being something that the census provides.You can narrow down to a
|0 year period to look for marriages when you have someone not married in one
decade and then a wife appears in the census |10 years on. Birth dates of children from
the partnership may also hint to the marriage year. In the years prior to 1855 you will
be looking in Old Parish Records. Indexes (not really transcriptions) of these are
available on Ancestry and Find My Past and therefore free for you to look at through
your local library, and also on Family Search (free anywhere). For the most part these
indexes are fairly complete, that is you get most of the pertinent data from the
records, so they are generally good enough.

« The Scotland’s People website contains the images of the Old Parish Records which
you can purchase, one image at a time. Mostly it will not be necessary for you to
purchase Old Parish Marriage records because the indexes are good enough since
there is not really that much information in an OPR marriage record.

+ To illustrate, let’s look at an OPR Marriage record image from Scotland’s People and
compare it to the index on Scotland’s People and the indexes in the other websites.




Scotland’s People Index

Treonce. %Mﬁaw, ﬂm»w%w{ r/&z//zdm./,ézc bovce ynaseied.

Ju %) v 5 déu Wiy Eotlre < Fieoliar T e o Vern Bef e it Fifneozes Tidl—pmaiton]
/ J%b At Jﬂfm Aoredestare. /’W V77 /M”Wm Qo s BoHiery,

VS
Surname V Forename Spouse Name Date Parish Number Ref Parish
HENDERSON LAURENCE MARJORY MANSON/ 01/09/1816 011/ 1088 Unst
Index * Missing only:-
> Address where couple are from
> Minister and Witnesses names
Treornce /é/zéﬁwv, M /%a?m :J&z/m«/m Hore cocee snasted
/ / BRI/ /' e Mf’&gf/ bre e Vitotsore / aAc o Z Hrte, Hitweases Wellm Soveation.,
M J’ﬂ&pmt%rw’gz/m/ /”/y?ﬂl V77 /M”Mm Aot rrd BoHiors.
VS

Name: Laurence Henderson

Gender: Male » Missing only:-

Marriage Date: 1 Sep 1816 > Address where couple are from

Marriage Place: Unst,Shetland,Scotland

o

Spouse: Marjory Manson

FHL Film Number: 919495

Minister and Witnesses names




VS

Find My Past Index

Jm %Mﬁw@ ‘ /?Za;w %{//zdaw/ézc_ coree m.afmza
/é{} B //" /Zzo 9711'.!!/ ot d}" reots orl s /e /t'zn .4 Hote, Hitneazes WVillm Foviutor,

tare. /% /mt §7/7; /M//Mm Qo rrd QoHivrs
9 Record Transcription:
Scotland Marriages 1561-1910

First name(s) Laurence

Last name Henderson

Marriage year 1816

Marriage date 01 Sep 1816

Marriage place Unst,Shetland,Scotland ® M is Si ng O n |y: _

Spouse's first name(s) Marjory

Spouse’s last name Manson ° Address where couple are from
Place Unst

ooy s > Minister and Witnesses names
Country Scotland

Record set Scotland Marriages 1561-1910

Category Life Events (BDMs)

Subcategory Parish Marriages

Collections from Scotland, Great Britain

VS

Family Search Index

u(/mmw /é/zészv, M %&z :J&z/m«/m Lo toree maww
/ I/ L /' e %’rggr/ bor. e Vorrtsard / a% #rr2 A Hote, Hiteases WVill o Soitor,
/ M J’m”m prederdsre. /’W V77 /rzm,mm/m ot lrrd Bofiors.

Laurence Henderson Tools Missing on|y:-
Scotland Marriages, 1561-1910

> Address where couple are from

Name: Laurence Henderson
Spouse's Name: Marjory Manson o Minister and Witnesses names
Event Date: 01 Sep 1816

Event Place: Unst,Shetland,Scotland




OPR Marriage Indexes Summary

v v X X
v v X X
v v X X
v v X X

Indexes

Scotland’s People Index

The index on Scotland’s People makes it almost unnecessary to purchase this record
at all. All it is missing is the address where each participant lived, and the list of
witnesses. Most people will be able to do without these.

Ancestry/Find My Past/Family Search

There is very little to choose between the major websites on this type of record. All
three provide you with the same data — which in this case is the same as Scotland’s
People index.

v m - O Z




OPR Marriages Purchasing!?

* Not worth buying the images from
Scotland’s People.

e Unless...




Choosing correct marriage record

e Laurence Isbister m. Ursula between 1851 — 1861 census

1-2 of 2 Results for Name: la*rence isbister Marriage place: unst Marriage Year (Range): 1851 - 1861 Spouse name: ursula

Number of results to show: 20 50 100

Name Events Relationships

Laurence Isbister marriage: 20 March 1856 Unst,Shetland,Scotland spouse: Ursula Thomson
Scotland Marriages, 1561-1910

Laurence Isbister marriage: 4 December 1851 Unst,Shetland,Scotland spouse: Ursula Robertson
Scotland Marriages, 1561-1910

* Hopefully you know where the person in question lived in the prior census, i.e.
1851

» Since this is part of my Complete Unst Family Tree, | know both!
> One Laurence lived in Whalegarth (1841) and Colvadale (area) (1851)
°  The other Laurence lived in Underhoul (1841 & 1851)

Getting more details from marriage
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Choosing correct marriage record

e Laurence Isbister m. Ursula between 1851 — 1861 census

1-2 of 2 Results for Name: la*rence isbister Marriage place: unst Marriage Year (Range): 1851 - 1861 Spouse name: ursula
Number of results to show: 20 50 100

Name Events Relationships

e Isbister (From Whalegarth marriage: 20 March 1856 Unst,Shetland,Scotland spouse: Ursula Thomson
( g g I

nd Marriages, 1561-1910

Isbister (From Underhoul) marriage: 4 December 1851  Unst,Shetland,Scotland spouse: Ursula Robertson

Scotland Marriages, 1561-1910

e One Laurence lived in Whalegarth (1841) and Colvadale (area) (1851)

o He married Ursula Thomson in 1856

e The other Laurence lived in Underhoul (1841 & 1851)

o He married Ursula Robertson in 1851

Choosing correct marriage record

« There will be times when you realise that there is more than one man with the name
you are looking at, marrying a woman with the same first name. Perhaps you don’t
know her maiden name because you have only seen her in the census, and you are
trying to find the marriage record to discover her maiden name.With a problem like
this, you do need the extra information from the OPR Marriage record that isn’t in the
index. Here’s one such example.

« There are two Laurence Isbister’s living on Unst, born at around the same time, who
both marry a woman called Ursula. Both marriages happen between 851 — 1861, i.e.
in 1861 Laurence turns up with a wife called Ursula Isbister. | know where he lives
prior to being married, i.e.in I85I census,and with the extra information in the
marriage record, | can figure out which marriage is which.

« That extra piece of information about where the two marrying parties currently
reside, is very helpful when you have two possible marriages that you can’t tell apart
from just the indexed information.

o m = Oy %




Statutory Marriage Records

Ancestry, Find My Past, and Family Search
provide indexes (not really

| transcriptions) of some early year
Statutory Marriage Records with the
basic data from the record — probably
enough for many people.

Scotland’s People is the ONLY place
— you can obtain the images of these
records.

v m - O Z

Statutory Marriage Records

Once you have built a view of the familial structure from census records, you will be aware
of the marriages in your family with relationships such as the Wife of the Head of the
household being something that the census provides.You can narrow down to a 10 year
period to look for marriages when you have someone not married in one decade and then a
wife appears in the census 10 years on. Birth dates of children from the partnership may also
hint to the marriage year. In the years 1855 onwards you will be looking in the Statutory
Records. Indexes (not really transcriptions) of these are available on Ancestry and Find My
Past and therefore free for you to look at through your local library, and also on Family
Search (free anywhere).Where the records have been indexed at all, these indexes are
sparse, that is you get only the most basic data from the records, and | don’t think they go
quite far enough. Marriage records in Scotland from 1855 onwards provide both sets of
parents names, and the indexes do not include this information.

The Scotland’s People website contains the images of the Statutory Records which you can
purchase, one image at a time. | suspect purchase of marriage records is well worth the
money in order to go back a generation for both people from one single record.

To illustrate, let’s look at a Statutory Marriage record image from Scotland’s People and
compare it to the index on Scotland’s People and the indexes in the other websites.
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Name:

Gender:
Marriage Date:
Marriage Place:
Spouse:

FHL Film Number:

James Winwick

Male

9 Jan 1862
Unst,Shetland,Scotland
Andrina Robertson

6035516

Lots Missing from
index:-

> Location

> Occupations/Marital Status
> Ages

o Usual Residences

o Parents names/details
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Find My Past Index
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Lots Missing from

o Location

> Occupations/Marital Status

o Ages

o Usual Residences

o Parents names/details

Record Transcription:
Scotland Marriages 1561-1910

First name(s)
Last name
Marriage year
Marriage date

Marriage place

Spouse's first name(s)

Spouse's last name

Place
County
Country
Record set
Category
Subcategory

Collections from

James

Winwick

1862

09 Jan 1862
Unst,Shetland,Scotland
Andrina

Robertson

Unst

Shetland

Scotland

Scotland Marriages 1561-1910
Life Events (BDMs)
Parish Marriages

Scotland, Great Britain
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Name:

Spouse's Name:

Event

Event

Date:

Place:

James Winwick

Andrina Robertson

09 Jan 18

62

Unst,Shetland,Scotland

Tools

* Lots Missing from
index:-

o

Location
Occupations/Marital Status
Ages

Usual Residences

Parents names/details




Statutory Marriage Indexes Summary

X X X
v X X
v X X
v X X

v m - O Z

Indexes

Scotland’s People Index

The index on Scotland’s People is very sparse for these records. It is, thankfully, enough
to determine whether you want to purchase it or not, and | would say that these
records are very much worth the purchase price given how much additional
information you get from the record that is not in any of the indexes.

Ancestry/Find My Past/Family Search

There is very little to choose between the major websites on this type of record.All
three provide you with the same data — the most basic data you could choose to

supply. They are all missing the rest of the very useful data from these records, because
it is just a simple index.




Statutory Marriage Records Purchasing?

* Very much worth buying the images
from Scotland’s People.
> Two people on record — twice the info!
- Both parents details for both

Unlike English marriage records even now




BMD Summary

* OPRs vs Statutory (1855 boundary)
* Indexes freely available|*| (also Library access)

e Purchase the valuable records only i

Old Parish u} o ml
In general not

indexed so only
option is

* Scotland’s People
Statutory <€_4= x !

BMD Summary

From a value for money perspective, use the free website Family Search, or the library
access to Ancestry for OPR Baptisms and Statutory Births (where they are available —
you will get to a point where they are not indexed late enough and have to switch to

Scotland’s People).

For OPR Marriages, use the free website Family Search, or the library access to
Ancestry or Find My Past, and for Statutory Marriages, seriously consider purchasing
the full image since that way you get the parents names and can go back a generation.
The indexes (everywhere) do not give you that information.
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| 855 Birth Record

In a Statutory Birth Record from 1855, there are some very nice additions that are
only available in this one year. In 1856 and onwards, they were, presumably, considered
too much effort to record, and the records were slimmed back somewhat, to a single
width page instead of this double width page.

In 1855 you get the father’s age and birthplace in addition to the occupation which is
continued going forward to 1856 and beyond

You get details of the parents marriage which was then dropped but subsequently re-
added a bit further on.

You get their current issue both living and deceased.Very handy to check whether you
have found all their children so far.

You get the age and birthplace of the mother too which is dropped from 1856
onwards, and also this counter of her nth child, which I’'m not sure was quite right
looking at the list of issue in comparison.




| 855 Marriage Record
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1855 Marriage Record

- A Statutory Marriage Record from 1855 actually does not have all that much more
information than those single page records from 1856 onwards.The reduction from
two pages to one, was mainly achieved by combining a number of columns as a lot of
the data entered did not require as much space as it was given in the double page
1855 record.

« On an 1855 Marriage Record you get details of any previous marriages, and the issue
from that union.Also you get the birth place of each party which occasionally includes
a note of their birth date too.

« However, we already said that marriage records were worth purchasing and that is still
true for an 1855 event.
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| 855 Death Record
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| 855 Death Record

A Statutory Death Record from 1855 is a proper little gold mine.This is because in
1855 death records a list of all that persons issue is provided with their ages if alive, or
the age when they died. Oh that they had continued this for a few more years!

O « In addition, 1855 gives the name of the spouse, which is then dropped in 1856 onward,
just recording that the person was married but not to whom, until 1861 when it

comes back in.
Burial details are also provide on 1855 records, and for a few more years until around

865 when that column disappears.




BMD Extended Summary
| |BirthsBaptisms [Marriages __ [Deaths

In general not
Old Parish Lﬁj:‘: L@ﬁ indgxeq so only

option is

Scotland’s People

i
&

Statutory >1855

BMD Extended Summary

« In short, if the event took place in 1855, buy the record!
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First shows up in census in 1861 aged 5 or less

Age: 5 years

1820 1830 1840 1850

|— Statutory Records begin in 1855
e Statutory Records begin in 1855 — birth should be found in those records

e This will give parents names, including mother’s Maiden Surname

e If married later in life, this will also be in Statutory Records.

First shows up in 1851 census

Age: 7 years

o . .
o . o

1860 1870 1880 1890

.

OId Parish Records until 1855 —|

.

* Birth or Baptism record will (hopefully) be in the OPRs
e You'll only get the father’s name from this

* Need to look to future marriage or death records to find mother’s name
(and Maiden Surname).




First shows up in 1841 census aged |5 or less
Age: | | years
Marriage Death

b T T e
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1860 1870 1880 1890

Old Parish Records until 1855 —]

o Age is believable
* Birth or Baptism => OPRs
e You'll only get the father’s name from this

* Need to look to future marriage or death records to find mother’s name
(and Maiden Surname).

First shows up in 1841 census aged |5 or more

Age: 20 years
Age: 33 years

Marriage Death

v

1860 1870 1880 1890

OId Parlsh Records untll I855

* Take care with age

e Find in later census for more accuracy

e Birth or Baptism => OPRs

* Marriage may be before 1855 too

* Need death record to obtain parents’ names




First shows up in 1841 census with wife

Married

Marriage

1870 1880 1890

OId Parish Records until 1855 —I

Take care with age

Marriage was before 1841 => before 1855 too! => OPRs

If not found in 1851 or 1861 census, death may have occurred before 1855

Hardest type of person to research, other tricks and record sources will be
needed

w m - QO Z

Some Research Strategies

Finding people in the census records first gives you a certain amount of information
about where you need to look next, whether that be in the Old Parish Records or
more helpfully in the later Statutory Records from 1855 onwards. Sometimes your
only hope for going back an extra generation will be to find the parents names from a
Statutory Death Record (that is one after 1855).

You will reach a point where you cannot go back any further using the records we
have discussed today. There are many other record types that you will start to learn
about where your ancestors will be mentioned.Today we have covered the first, and
main, ones you should master.




Summary

» Use census first — build structure of family

o Take 1841 ages with a large pinch of salt

> 1911 census gives help with marriage dates and numbers of children
 Find vital dates from OPRs and Statutory Records

> Fingers crossed you have some events in 1855!

e Once you have mastered these, there are of course many
other sources where your Scottish Ancestors will crop up




